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2018 Federal Agriculture Appropriations  
 
Funding for U.S. Department of Agriculture Programs important to the grape and 
wine industry expired September 30 and must be continued in 2018 
 
U.S. Department of Agriculture programs important to the grape and wine industry include grape 
research by the Agricultural Research Service (ARS), plant pest and disease control through the 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI), and 
the Market Access Program (MAP).  Funding for these programs is provided annually--current 
federal funding expired on September 30.  These programs are important to the industry and 
need continued funding in 2018. 
 
Fiscal year 2018 began on October 1, 2017.  Since September, Congress has passed five 
Continuing Resolution Acts (CRAs) that allows programs that were funded in 2017 to continue, 
under the terms of the 2017 Appropriations Acts with a reduction of 0.6791%, through March 23, 
2018.   
 
Prior to the end of the Continuing Resolution on March 23, Congress must either resolve its 
differences between the House and Senate draft bills and pass the Agriculture Appropriations 
Act for 2018 or pass an additional Continuing Resolution to extend agriculture program funding 
beyond March 23. 
 
If Congress chooses to pass a Continuing Resolution for the remainder of the year, it may not 
contain the proposed language regarding the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) listing of 
winegrapes as a produce that is rarely consumed raw.  Without this language, winegrapes would 
be subject to the FDA Produce Safety Rules that take effect in 2018 (more on this subject in the 
Issue Brief “Food Safety Modernization Act—Growers”). 
 

What is Winegrowers doing for you?  
 
In coordination with other industry groups in Washington and California, Winegrowers is working 
to influence Congress to include funding for important USDA programs in the 2018 Agricultural 
Appropriations Act.  Winegrowers supports continued federal funding for APHIS and National 
Clean Plant Network, SCRI, and MAP in Fiscal Year 2018 Appropriations or in a 2018 Continuing 
Resolution Authority.  Winegrowers also supports Congressional direction to the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) to add winegrapes to the list of produce that is rarely consumed raw.  
Winegrowers advocacy has included joint industry trips and letters to Washington D.C.  
Winegrowers will continue to advocate and keep the membership informed.  
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